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On Aug. 10, the Senate approved by a 49 to 47 vote a Democrat contra aid plan, including $27
million for food, clothing and medical supplies through March 1989, but no immediate military aid.
Earlier, the Senate defeated on a 53-39 vote a Republican plan introduced by minority leader Bob
Dole. The Republican package would have effectively duplicated the Democrat version in terms
of non-lethal supplies, but also included the immediate release of about $16 million in stockpiled
weapons and military supplies. By the evening of Aug. 9, it was evident that the Democrats would
succeed in attaching the aid package to a military spending bill now before the Senate. Under the
Democrat package, a later vote on military aid for the contras would be contingent on a request from
the president, in which he certified that the Nicaraguan government had caused "an emergency
situation in Central America" that was having "a critical impact on peace and stability in the
region." The president would also be required to consult with the leaders of other countries in the
region and then submit a report to Congress providing information on at least two of the following
situations: 1) An unprovoked attack by the Sandinistas against the contras. 2) "Blatant violations"
of the regional peace plan signed on Aug. 7, 1987. 3) A continued "unacceptable" level of military
assistance by Soviet bloc countries, including Cuba. Delivery of the $27 million in "non-lethal" aid
would begin after Oct. 1. In addition to food, clothing, shelter and medicine, it would include items
such as health and sanitation training for the contras and replacement batteries for communications
equipment. The non-lethal aid would be administered by the Agency for International Development
(USAID), and the contras would be permitted to select their own transportation, presumably a
commercial carrier, to deliver it. The contras would be precluded from using the CIA, the Defense
Intelligence Agency or companies affiliated with intelligence agencies to deliver the supplies. If
military aid is later approved, it could be delivered through one of the intelligence agencies. Up
to $5 million in additional funds would be provided to pay for transportation. The non-military
aid could be delayed or blocked in the event of a broader Republican-Democrat struggle over the
military spending bill to which it is attached. The latter has been sent to a conference committee. It
will be another month before it receives legislative attention, since congresspersons left Washington
on Aug. 11 for the Republican National Convention in New Orleans and a summer recess. Senate
majority leader Robert Byrd (D-W.Va.) was reportedly enraged by the Republicans' handling of
what was thought to be a bipartisan project. Byrd had privately been assured by national security
adviser Gen. Colin Powell that the White House would eventually support the Democrat plan. On
the evening of Aug. 10, he shouted in the Senate chamber: "One can't please certain senators and
one can't please the White House. I would have hoped to have one minute of statesmanship on this
issue. I'm sick and tired of dealing with a White House that has no more steel in its guts than this
White House has." (Basic data from New York Times, 08/11/88, 08/12/88)
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